
Ningura Napurrula was born in what is today called Western Australia. Her artistic initiation evolved in the 
1980s through the Papunya Tula Artists, a collective founded by her husband, the art-maker Yala Yala Gibbs 
Tjungurrayi.

After many years of apprenticeship, a distinct and impressive individuated aesthetic emerged. Ningura 
Napurrula joined the Kintore/Haasts Bluff project, an all-women’s painting project, and focussed on her 
own identity as a guardian of the ceremonial.

The material which emerged was profound and breath-taking. Working on linen sourced by her patrons, 
Ningura Napurrula evolved a practice of distinct colouration and monumental shape. Pieces often focussed 
on the geography of the region and its role in female history.

The works led to significant local and international acclaim. In 2006 Ningura Napurrula was invited to 
produce works for The Musée du quai Branly in Paris. She was then exhibited widely until her death in 2013.

Her work is featured in a number of significant collections including those of The Museum and Art Gallery 
of the Northern Territory, the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS) 
and the National Gallery and Museum of Australia.

This is the artist’s first solo exhibition in Europe.
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untitled, 2007
acrylic on linen

183 x 153 cm, 72¼ x 60¼ in
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Ngami (Women's Business), 2005
acrylic on canvas

142 x 220 cm, 56 x 86½ in


